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documents he had yesterday the honour of forwarding to Your
Majesty, nor the name of any person in connection with them,
but the conclusion which they conveyed to his mind that, so far
as leaders of the Tory party were concerned, the door was now
closed against accommodation with the House of Lords, He
ought perhaps to observe in passing that, after obtaining a distinct
declaration from Sir Stafford Northcote on his own behalf and
that of Lord Salisbury, he felt himself precluded by honour from
attempting to establish any separate communication with their
immediate friends. This being so the question remained whether
there should be a public declaration of Lord Granville in the
House of Lords, and by Mr. Gladstone in the House of Commons,
setting forth the basis upon which Your Majesty's advisers are
prepared to proceed with respect to the two measures.
The Cabinet approved of this plan, and agreed upon the
accompanying papers which, apart from any prefatory or accom-
panying remarks, they think should be delivered textuaUy in
both Houses of Parliament on Monday. Some intimation that it
is to be made will probably appear in the morning journals of
that day, but the subject matter will remain secret until the
appointed time.
Your Majesty's Ministers are not without the hope that this
declaration may produce an effect upon Peers of moderate
opinions as well as in a wider circle. . . .
1137                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (2) III, 574.)
[Telegram]                                                    ijth November. 1884.
I am very sorry to learn result of your communications with
Sir S. Northcote, as nothing further can be expected in that
direction, I think your proposed declaration is the best course to
pursue. Trust any accompanying remarks may be most con-
ciliatory.
1138  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria., (2) III, 579-80.)
10, DOWNING STREET, xgth November. 1884.
Mr. Gladstone reports to Your Majesty with his humble duty
that Lord Granville and he have had a conversation of an hour's